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to Christmas? 
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to name the words related 
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(Of all created things the loveliest, 
And most divine are children. 
—William Canton 
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Dear Grandma, 
Though | am kind hearted, | am 
also short tempered. | get very 
angry if someone irritates me like 
‘meddling with the things on my ta- 
ble. | shout at them and | am unable 
to control myself. Please give me a 
solution to my problem, 
Lily, V.K.V., Sunpura, 
‘Arunachal Pradesh. 


Dear Lily, 
Ican understand your getting 
iitated by someone meddling with 
the things on your table. | would get 





irritated too, un- 

der such circum- 

stances. But being irritated need not 
lead to uncontrollable anger. That is 
where you will have to practise self 
control. Try counting upto ten, Then 
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inning Friends 
and Retaining 
/trendstup 


talk to the person who has 
iitated you. Tell him or her that itis 
‘not good manners to pry and med- 
dle with other's desks. Ask him if he 
would like to be repaid with the same 
coin, Such a polite dialogue will calm 
your nerves. It will also bring ben- 
ficial results. On the other hand, an 
angry out burst will make the mis- 
chief monger defiant and will result 
inmore mischief! Deep breathing ex- 
ercise and meditation will also help 
you fo control your anger. 
eke 
Ihave many friends and | don't 
want to lose anyone of them, But 
whenever | go out with one the oth- 
ers feel bad about it and start com- 
plaining. What am I to do? 
Vibha Hegde, 
Bangalore. 


Dear Vibha, 

What you are facing is a real 
problem and the only way that you 
can solve itis by equally dividing the 
time available to you among your 
friends. If you have, say five fiends, 
allot one day for each one of them, 
0 that all of them are happy with 
your company. You must also im- 
ress upon them the fact, that if you 
‘spend some time with one person it 


doesn'tmean 
that you like 
that person 
‘more than the 
rest, This way 
you can retain 
the friendship of all 
and continue to be 
axe popular and liked by all 
aad 

1am studying in VII Standard and 
my problem is that | cannot write 
neatly. Can you suggest a way out? 
‘M, Rasagnya, 

Hyderabad. 







Dear Rasagnya, 

The only way to improve one's 
handwriting is to practise writing 
neatly. The more you practise the 
better your handwriting. There isno 
easy Way out. There are so many 
handwriting copy books which you 
can buy and use. Or, if you find them 
costly, buy a double ruled note book 
and start writing as many pages as 
possible daily. If you write your les- 
‘sons, you will be achieving a twin 
objective. Your handwriting im- 
proves while 
you memorise 
your lessons! 

To improve 
‘your handwrit- 
ing you have to 
start slowly and 
pick up speed of 






writing as you 
progress. 
kk 


There is always a 
quarrel between my 


parents and me. They keep scolding 
‘me and blaming me for whatever | 
do. Sometimes they-evien beat me, 
| try to keep calm, but their words 
make me angry. 

~L. Ramkumar, Chennai. 


Dear Ramkumar, 

It always requires two sides to 
pick up a quarrel. When your parents 
find fault with you, instead of picking 
up an argument, keep calm and 
silent. Very soon they will stop 
shouting at you. You should also 
start asking yourself why they are 
scolding you. A little soul searching 
will help you to realise your 
mistakes. Make up your mind not to 
repeat them, Also talk to your 
parents nicely. The real reason for 
their being angry with you may be 
‘some other problem they are facing. 
Ito, be kind and sympathetic, and 
‘ask them if you can be of any help. 





Remember family life is full of give 
and take. Give your parents your 
love. Very soon you'll find it being 
reciprocated. 


Love, 
Grandia worm 


Sn 3,| 








R. BHOOMA SARASWATHY 
YUGESH K. KRISHNAN, __ Std Xl, Anna Adarsh MatHirSec School, 
Std Vill, B.R, Madhavi Eng School, Chennai. 
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K. SHANKAR, 


Std XIl, SERLY Jr. COLLEGE, Visakhapatnam, 
HEMA HARIDAS, 
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cial day for the Female 
child. 

(Celebrated by tne 
South Asian Associa- 
tion for Regional Co- 
operation - SAARC) 


December 10-Hu- 
man Rights Day 
(Celebrated to promote Univer- 
sal respect for, and observance of, 
human rights and fundamental, free- 
dom for all - without distinction as 
to race, sex, religion and language) 
The month of December is 
real fun and is marked with December 17 - Ramzan 
many events. (a festival celebrated by the 
December 01-World Aids Day Muslims all over the world) 
(Celebrated all over the world to 





control Aids) December 23 - Kisan Divas 
Day 
December 04 - Navy Day (farmer's day celebrated all over 


(Celebrated by the members of the world) 

the navy who are in charge of de- 

fending the nation’s maritime inter- December 25 - Christmas 

est) (the much awaited festival cel- 

‘ebrated all over the world that 

ushers in the New Year.) 

+ Sangeetha Kandavel 

Lady Doak College 
Madurai 


December 07 - Flag Day 
(Celebrated for the 
armed forces of the In- 
dian army) 
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TT H ow grand and beautiful Pry 1 
the church looked 1 
tonight and 
what a crowd! Is this pyaar y 
the largest church in the 
world dad?” asked Mt A ad 
Vineeth. His eyes = 
rolled in astonishment. I | 4d) 
Vineeth was a boy of eight 
and it was only this year that 
he was awestruck by the grandeur of 
the mid-night mass that they had 
just been to, 
“Don’t be 
silly Vineeth, 
1 am sure 
there must be 
hundreds of 
other churches 
that are much 
bigger. Which is 
the world’s largest 
church dad?” 
Karuna who was @ 
two years older, 
continued the 
question session. Ts 
Back — home, § z "i 
although tired, Dad » only you would 
an Mom sat down to , listen and fet me talk fora while, 
explain, I could explain,” said Dad very 
“The world’s largest, most powerful patiently, There was total silence after 
and perhaps the most historic of that, fora while, as he continued. 
churches is Saint Peter's Cathedral in 




















the Vatican...” began Dad. “Saint Peter was one of the twelve 

“Vatican? Where is that?” disciples, of Jesus Christ or apostles as 

“What is a Cathedral? Is that also awe normally call them, who was sent 

church?” out by Lord Jesus to spread 

“Who was Saint Peter?” Christianity, It is on the site of Saint 

The questions seemedneverending. Peter's tomb that the cathedral was 
GOKULAN 
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built 

It was more than 1500 
years ago that Emperor Constantine 
built the first Basilica of Saint Peter's 
cathedral and gave it the name, Many 
ancient religious remains of 
Christianity lie beneath this cathe 
People say that even the bones of Saint 
Peter are found along with these 
religious remains. While any church is 
a place of worship, « cathedral usually 
is a large church that is presided over 
bya Bishop. The Bishop has his throne 
in the cathedral and i ranked very high 
by the Christian community.” 














“Vatican is a place in Italy.” 
interrupted Mom. She thought Dad 
should have a break! “Italy used to be 
made up of small kingdoms and there 
were many problems, A man by name 
Mussolini, one of the Prime Ministers 
GOKULAM 
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of Italy, helped to settle one of Taly's 
problem that was related to the 
Vatican, Thanks to this dictator - 
prime minister, Vatican became an 
independent state in the year 
1920, Now Vatican isthe smallest 
of independent states of the 
world, Butitishere, in this small 
tiny place that the heart of 
Christianity lies,” 





“Hlow big is Saint Pever's 
Cathedral, dad?” asked 
Karuna who by now was 
totally engrossed, "Did you 


Py 





* The vatican 
et to see it When you went to Italy on 
work?” 

“Yes indeed, And how fortunate! 
can never forget that day! Hundreds 
‘and hundreds of people were crowding 
the great open space in front of the 
cathedral, all of them tourists like me 
admiring the grandeur of the buildins,” 

“The open space is framed by 
massive colonnades built by Bernini 
during Pope Alexander VIl's reign. 1 
also got to see the place or apartments 








where the Pope resides. This is 
connected to the cathedral.” 
“Who was Bernini? Another saint?” 
asked Vineeth who seemed to like the 
name “Bernini” and kept repeating it 
“Lis interesting, children, to know that 
many of the buildings in Italy and 
particularly Rome were built by 
artists! You must have heard of 
helangelo the famous artist, 
Well, he had a vital role to play in 
the construction of the additions, 
to the original Saint Peter's 
Cathedral! The grand Dome of 
Peter's was designed by 


























him. Bernini 
was another artist like 
him. The Pope's real favourite was, 
Michelangelo. Pope Paul put him 
incharge of the art and architecture at 
the Vatican when Michelangelo ws 
70. He continued as architect of Saint 
Peter's until his death at the age of 89. 
Dad was getting tired, “Shall we 
continue tomorrow? We have an 
exciting day ahead. Church again, 
grandpa’s house, a grand lunch... ooh 
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* Pope John XXill 





am I looking forward to that!” 

“Just one more question dad. Tell 
us who a Pope is? What does he do? 
How does one become the Pope?” 
asked Karuna, 

“That's three and not one” quipped 
in Vineeth, 

“Shut up will you,” ordered Karuna 
angrily. 

“T'll tell you when you are tucked 
up comfortably in bed. Goon now both 
‘of you" said Mom as she ushered them 
into their beds. “Let Dad go to sleep.” 


“The Pope is the head of 
Christianity, He isthe leader of all the 
clergymen who are attached to different 
churches all over the world, He is the 
{Buide forall catholic Christians like us. 
He is highly respected by one and all.” 

“The election of the Pope is through 
a secret ballot, The Cardinals from all 
over the world assemble at Saint 
Peter's for this occasion, They are 
given a ballot paper each on which they 
write the name of the person whom 


ORIGIN OF THE 
WORD 


Behold | Being the Life Eternal 


BIBLE 


Priya Moorthy, 
Std IX, Presidency School, 
Bangalore. 
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they elect. This they keep as a secret. 
The votes are counted and the ballot 
papers burnt after that. The smoke that 
arises from this burning indicates to the 
people waiting outside that their leader 
is elected.” 

“The person thus elected remains 
Pope until his death, The crowning 
ceremony is a very grand occasion full 
of joy and splendour. Saint Peter’s 
wears a festive look and attracts 
thousands of people from all over the 
world. All Bishops and Cardinals are 
also present.” 

“When the Pope dies, it saddens 
many million souls and the body lies 
in state in Saint Peter's to enable one 
and all to pay their respects.” 

“Pope John XXIII was probably the 
most famous among the more recent 
Popes. He was elected in 1958 and was 
the 26Ist successor of Saint Peter 
himself. He was highly respected and 
Joved by one and all. He was kind and 
gentle and hence became very 
popular.” 

“Who is the Pope now, Mom?" 
asked Vineeth as his eyelids lowered 
down heavily. 

“The present Pope hails from 
Poland, Pope John Paul ITis his name,” 

“Well, you children might be lucky 
to visit the Vatican and Saint Peter's at 
some later date. Sleep tight now.” 

Mom got up to go to bed. The 
children were already standing in front 
of the world’s most beautiful aad 
largest church. They had a memorable 
dream after that! 

~ Lakshmi Natarajan 








T ie most 
popular 
‘medium used 
forthe exchange 
of greetings is 
the greeting 
card. tis an illus 
trated message 
that expresses 
friendship, love, 
affection, goodwill, 
gratitude, sympa- 
thy or some similar 
sentiment. 


he practice of 

exchanging i 
lustrated greetings 
between friends is 
anancient one. The 
ancient Egyptians 
celebrated New Year 
by giving each other 
symbolic presents such as scent bot- 
ties and mud tablets having the inscrip- 
tion “good luck to you.” In Rome, the 
‘medium of expression of greetings was 
a branch of the olive or laurel tree, 

















RY OF 


THE 


With its leaves coated with gold, 
Seasonal greetings were sym- 
bolized by exchanging Roman 
lamps impressed with the fig- 
tres of victory surrounded by 
the inscription “May the new 


year be happy and lucky for you.’ 
W ith the advent of the printing 

press and its commercial use 
by 18th and 19th centuries, the ex- 
change of new year cards by mer- 
chants and tradesmen became com- 
men. The introduction of postal stamps 


‘and envelopes in 1840 provided a con- 
venient transmission media and the 





exchange of greeting cards became a 
routine feature. The modem day greet- 
ing card crystallized in 1843 when the 
first Christmas card with season's 
‘greetings was designed in U.K. The 
‘commercial production of greeting 
cards became fully established by 
1860. 

(Velayudhan Features) 
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HO..HO..HO! MERRY CHRISTMAS J.DISNEY. 
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twas a week before Christmas. 
TD Sen night 
Holy night.. 
How melodius it was as the song 
filled the air! The night was otherwise 
silent indeed! 


ittle Phil peeped through the win- 
dow. The house was well lit and 
decorated. There, in the comer of the 
room where everyone had gathered, 
stood a beautiful Christmas tree. Al- 
though barren now, Phil knew that in a 
few days it would wear a grand look. 
Phil arrived at Robert's house every 
evening after that and took his position 
at the window. He simply loved it; 
loved it all, He could not help jingling 
and skipping himself when he heard 
them sing “Jingle bells... Jingle bells 
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Jingle all the way 
Phil went around in cir- 
cles, dancing to the mu- 
, sic, Everyone was sing- 
ing - singing carols. 
However Phil did not 
dare to enter Robert's 
house. He may not be wanted 
there, although Robert would 
certainly not mind. So, Phil 
preferred to watch and enjoy 
from a distance. 


CAROLS 


ne evening, just two days be- 

fore Christmas, Robert’s par- 
cents were away shopping. That’s when 
Robert found the time and opportunity 
to speak to Phil. They sat down to- 
gether on the steps with atin of freshly 
made cookies, Robert took Phil's hand 
and held it firmly into his. 

“You must be missing your dad, 
Phil." Robert spoke softly and comfort- 
ingly. Phil only nodded his head as his 
father’s death flashed across his mind. 

“Do you know how it all began... 
singing carols, I mean?” Robert 
was quick to divert Phil's attentioh, 








The first carols were sung 
about the angels celebrating the 
birthday of Lord Jesus. ‘Glory to 
God on highest” was one of tHe 


first carols to be sung. There are 
also carols about angels singing 
to the shepherds. ‘Shepherds 
watch their flocks by night...’ 
sang Robert. Phil joined in. He too 
knew this song and how well he 
sang! 
._ The two friends sang together for a 
while. 
‘Oh... Star of wonder Star of light 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading still proceeding 
Guide us through Thy perfect 
light.” 
The children looked up to the sky 
at the twinkling stars. They seemed to 


mgs 


that their friend- 
ship should last for 
ever. 
eople came down the road, hold- 
P ing candles in their hands, sing- 
ing carols - Songs of joy, hymns 
sung-in praise of God - dancing in 
cirlces and rejoicing. 

‘Away in a manger... 

No crib for a bed... 

The little Lord Jesus... 

The two children got up to see them. 
They too joined in the singing, until 
they all went past Robert's house. Phil 
thanked Robert for his time and com- 
pany and returned home. 





tockings were put up on Christ- 
mas eve. Robert and his parents 
decorated the christmas tree. Gift pack- 


ets all wrapped neatly were placed at 
the foot of the tree. A wreath was 
placed on a nail on the wall and a big 
star hung at the entrance to the house. 
“Isn't Phil here this morning, 
Robert?” asked Mom the next day. 
thin a flash, Robert was running 
down to the end of the street - that's 
where Phil lived with his mother, in a 
small tiny dwelling not any larger than 
a hut -to greet Phil and take him home. 





cobert and Phil hugged each other. 
Phil shook hands with Robert's 
parents. “Thankyou so much. [love my 
Tittle train and my lovely shirt.” Tears 

of joy rolled down his cheeks. 
“Please ask your mother to come 
over for lunch today. Both of you have 
been helping us through the year with 
‘our house and garden. You have been 
1 good friend to Robert too. The best 
of friends at that! Merry Christmas to 

‘you and a Happy New Year!" 
- Susmita Joseph, Std IV, 
Pon Vidyashram, Chennai 
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ay Ks 
hristmas is a celebration of the coming 
‘of Christ into this world, The basis of Chris- 
tianity is love - love for your neighbour. Who is, 
your neighbour? Anyone who is in need. Just 
anyone who needs a little time, a little aid, a 
litte money, a gentle hug, a patient ear, and 
above all your tender loving care 


SHARING AND CARING are two wonder- 
._ ful words that can set right the individual, the 
country and the world. When Gandhiji asked us 
tobe selfless, he never asked us to sacrifice what 
is rightly ours. But he does persuade us to give 
‘away what we have in excess or what we do not 
require for our immediate need. 





















Let's look at it in a very practical way, how 
is it that you can help in your own way - 

‘© Make a small donation of money orclothes 
for the needy when you are asked to in school. 

® Listen toa friend who needs to talk to you. 

© If you ate good in your studies, help those 
in class who need a little help with theirs, 

© Help the old and the sick in your home, 
outside, in buses and on the road. 

© Understand those who belong to other re. 
ligions, communities and castes and treat eve- 
ryone as equals, 

If you subtract sorrows of others by dividing 
your time, you will be multiplying your bless- 
ings and adding to your joys 

In short give yourself and to others a lot of 
TLC - Tender Loving Care, 





Jyoti Swaroop, 
Regional Coordinator, Scholastic India 


‘Name : Srinath 

Age: 9 

Address : Flat No.201, Sri Balaji 
Apartments, Teacher's Colony, East 
Marred Pally, Secunderabad - 26. 

Hobbies : Listening to music, 
skating, making friends, reading books, 
drawing cartoons, stamp collection, 
playing basket ball, quiz, 





Name : M. Brahmant 
Age: IL 
Address : A.P. Fire services, 
Cheepurupalli (vam), Andhra Pradesh, 
Hobbies 


PENPALS 





Collecting r] 
ood EF BE 
Gokulam, making friends, 

vr ome FRIENDS 

Age : 14 aan 


Address : 5, U.K.C. Nagar, Lions 
Kalyana Mandapam — (opp), 
Udumialpet - 642 126, Coimbatore Dist 

Hobbies ; Collecting pictures, 
dancing, listening to music, playing, 
reading Gokulam and watching 
television. 


Name : R. Karunya 

Age : 14 

Address, No.40 (old), 
‘Venkatachalam Chetty St., Triplicane, 
Chennai - 600 005. 

Hobbies : Reading story books, 
singing, listening to music, playing. 
chess, carrom and other indoor games, 
drawing and painting 





Name : S. 
Age: 14 


. Sriram 


‘Address : No,10, Nachiappa Street, 
Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004 
Hobbies : Music, playing cricket, 
reading stories, story writing, collecting 
ceoins and stamps and making friends. 








Name : R. Jenifa 
Age : 13 
Address : 

Cross Street, 

Chennai - 92 
Hobbies : Reading, drawing & 

painting, playing, watching television, 





65, Saibaba Colony, Ist 
Virugambakkam, 


Name : H. Mohamed Shakeel 


Age: 10 
Address : 178, Azad Street, 
Elandangudi - 609 401. 





Hobbies : Stamp collection, story 


reading, playing throw ball. 
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PENPALS Contd. 
Name : M. Krishna Nishand 
Age: 11 
Address : No.1, Veeraraghavan 
Street, Nanganallur, Chennai - 600061. 
Hobbies : Playing computer games 
and casio, music, playing cricket and 
football and watching television. 


Name: A. Venmuhil 

‘Age :7 

Address : 51, N.M. Gopalapuram, 
Perambalur - 621 212. 

Hobbies : Reading books, watching 
television, drawing and painting. 


Name : V, Pavithra 

Age: 10 

Address : 112, Journalist Colony, 
Srinivasapuram, Thiruvanmiyur, 
Chennai - 600 041 

Hobbies : Writing, drawing, reading 
books, playing and cycling. 


Name : J. Jayashree 
Age : 14 
Address : 16/453 A, Mela Salai St., 
Ayyampet - 614 201. Thanjavur dist. 
Hobbies : Reading books, drawing, 
singing, listening to music, cycling, 
writing letters. 


Name : Raman Kumar 
Age: 13 
Address : PO Bhkhrua Mare, 
Daudnager Aurangabad, Bihar - 
824 113 
Hobbies : Music, watching 
television, electronics, reading story 
books. 
GOKULAM 
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ome of the world’s most 

daring literary works- 

fiction, autobiography, 
poetry and philosophy - were 
written or begun while their 
authors were in prison. 


The Spanish Novelist and Drama- 
tist Miguel de Cervantes began his 
comic novel Don Quixote, in Seville 
prison, after he was jailed for debt in 
1597. 

Sir Walter Raleigh, the English 
courtier, explorer, poet and historian 
was sentenced to death in 1603, on 


SOLITUDE 


charges of treason against the new king 
James I. At the last minute, he was re- 
prieved but not pardoned, While im- 
prisoned in the Tower of London, he 
wrote his ‘History of the world’. The 
unfinished work appeared in 1614, 










while Sir Raleigh was still 
in prison. 

‘The English preacher 
and writer John Bunyan 
was jailed in 1675, for his 
non-conformist religious 
teachings. During the six 
months he spent in Belford 


of his famous religious alle- 
gory ‘The pilgrim’s progress’ 

The English writer John 
Cleland was put in Newgate 
prison in London for debt in 
1749. He wrote ‘Fanny Hill 


cs itl 


* Walter Raleigh 


Ht 


or the memoirs of a woman of pleas- 
ture’ in 1750, The money eamed by this 
alluring book secured his release from 
prison! 

The French satirist Voltaire was 
jailed in 1717 for writing poems which 
ridiculed the Duke of Orleans, During 
the eleven months spent in Bastille, 
Voltaire started his work on his epic 
poem ‘La Henriade’ 

The American short story writer O" 
Henry served three years and three 
months in the federal penitentiary in 
Columbus - Ohio. He had embezzled 
funds while he had been a teller with 
the First National Bank, He wrote some 
of his best stories in his cell, 

The British Philosopher and Math- 
cematician Bertrand Russell was jailed 
for six months in London for his paci- 








fist writings. During his confinement, 
he wrote “An introduction to Math- 
ematical Philosophy’ a simplified ver- 
sion of his classical work ‘Principia 
Mathematica’ 

‘The Nazi leader Adolf Hitler wrote 
the first part of his autobiography 
"Mein Kampf" in jail where he was 
locked up after an unsuccessful bid to 
seize power in 1923. 

Freedom fighters of India had been 
jailed several times by the British au- 
thorities, Many fiery articles and mes- 
sages were bor in the prisons. 

“Most of us fear solitude -not know- 
ing what todo! But solitude has its own 
blessings. With nothing else to do and 
no one else to disturb him, the person 
becomes highly creative in his field of 
activity - be it art or music or literature! 

= Visalakshi Ramani, Coimbatore. 
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IL. Mateh 


Country National Emblem 
A, Canada 1. Eagle 

B. Spain 2. Kangaroo 
C.Germany 3. Rose 


E. Iran White Lily 


3 

D. Australia 4, Shamrock 
s. 

F. Ireland 6. 


Com flower 
+ V. Niveda, Std. VIII, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Chennai. 





com- 
Fill in the missing letters 
COM —— (aheavenly body) 


COM — — — — (10 give an 
opinion) 
com @ 
contest) 
COM ——— (to do, perform) 
com——————— (aword 
of praise) 
- Shilpa Dhobale, Age 17, 
Mumbai 
AND 
(to grasp) ——————— ‘and 


(to get up) ——and 

(a part of the body) — and 
(ahighway man) ———— and 
(a musical group) — and 


+ A.VS. Bhagya Sri, Cambridge 
High School, Hyderabad. 


Vv. 
a. ADD to 41 

Using numbers 1 to 16 fill in to 
make a sum of 41 when added in any 
direction. Do not repeat the numbers, 






































b. ADD to 23 

Using numbers | to 12 fill in to 
‘make a sum of 23 when added in any 
direction. Do not repeat the numbers. 


; 
































Jagadish, Std. XI, Sri Anand 
Jain Vidyalaya, West Tambaram, 
Chennai - 45. 
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Le” ‘ago, there was a village that was 
very prosperous, But no one seemed 
happy. This was because no flowers ever 
bloomed there. The villagers all knew of a 
legend that they had heard from their 
‘ancestors - only when the strongest of men 
‘came to live in their villages, would the 
flowers bloom. 

‘And so the villagers had kept a lovely 
hhouse ready for their hero and awaited the 
‘coming of the strongest man, 


Itsohnappened that one day a Pehelwan 
came to the vilage, His arival created an 
absolute sensation. "You are so strong, we 
have waited so long for you. We have a 
house ready for you." The pehelwan was 
very happy. He was also grateful, so he 
decided to teach everyone how tobe strong 
and healthy. The villagers were thrid. Bu 
the flowers did not bloom. 

‘The elders watched for guimohurs all 
summer, butt only seemed greener. Slowly 
the youth grew stron - but also arrogant 
They formed groups and held competitions. 
The quiet streets became noisy and 
boisterous, 

The vilagers asked the Pehelwan to 










‘move out of the honoured house. He 
understood and obliged. But he stayed in 
the village, waiting to see ifthe hero really 
came 


One ay, drums were beaten happily 
in the village. “The hero has come”, yelled 
the boys. ‘We can now make garlands trom 
‘our own flowers.” 

The man wo had come was from one 
of the big cities and was an excellent shot, 
‘He had lot of guns with him. He had killed a 
panther that had strolled into the fields, and 
‘80 he moved into the house meant for the 
hero. 

People gave him food and sweets anda 
lot of love and respect. So he decided to 
impart his knowledge to the vilagers. 


REAL 


Slowly the whole village could shoot a 
‘moving target at 20 paces. The elders 
planted chrysanthemums hopefully, But 
only the healthy shoots showed up, No 
flowers bloomed, 

Soon gangs started roaming the village, 
Even a small quarrel erupted into a shooting 


“match, People were scared to talk to each, 


‘other. The marksman himself moved out 
of the house into a hut atthe edge of 
the village. 





A tong time passed, One 
day, a small man came into the 
village. He went into the small 
dhaba and asked fortea, twas 

justas the tea was being served 
that he sneezed and the cup fell 


\ down. The man got up and 
* apologised immediately. He 
wiped the floor and sat down 


with another cup. 

Ina village, where might was all that 
mattered, alot of sniggers was what he got 
for his graciousness, The man was 
‘relegated to a banyan tree forthe night. 

In the morning, the whole village was 
up yelling and screaming. A fight had 
broken out and the largest man was going 
to execute a small boy who had dared to 
laugh at a missed shot. No one dared to 
come in between, And all that the boy's 
parents could do was plead with the 
villagers to do something. But everyone had 
aligned themselves with the strongest man. 


The smail man got up from under the 
tree and quietly walked up to the boy. He 
was very scared. Bute could not ust stand 
there and do nathing. “Will you help me?” 
the boy pleaded. 

“There fs nothing can do,” the man said 





sadly. “But | will not let you stand alone 
against the pride of might.” 

‘So saying, he placed himselt in front of 
the boy. His heart was thudding as the man 
‘with the gun just laughed and raised his gun, 

Just then a, litle girl came crying out. 
“The guimohur has blossomed,” sheyelled. 
“The trees ae filed with lite buds.” 

The man with the gun just froze. He 
dropped his gun. The pehelwan and the old 
‘marksman too came to congratulate the 
small man. 

“Real courage is not being mighty. It's 
being genuinely non-violent,” said the 
pehelwan, 

“Real strength is the true courage to 
stand up to injustice, however dificult itis,” 
said the marks man. 

‘Sothelitle man wentto stay inthe lovely 
house. The villagers happily made garlands 
for him every dy 

~ B.Suryachakradhar, Secunderabad. 
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aina had al- 

for a pet dog. 

But her parents re- 
fused to get her one. 
Naina had brought up 
the topic many times 
but each time in vain 
‘One day, as Naina 
was walking home 
from school, she spot- 
ted a wounded dog on 
the road. Her heart 
melted at the forlorn 
expression on the 





dog's face. She took 
the dog in her arms 
and noticed that it was 
abitch. The dog licked 
her face lavishly and 
Naina was glad to see 
that it liked her. 

Naina spoke to the 
dog. “I shall name you Sweety 
because you are so sweet!" She 
went home happily hoping that her 
kind - hearted parents would al- 
low her to treat the wounds of 
Sweety and keep her as a pet 
When she reached home, her joy 
knew no bounds, for her parents 
agreed to her request. 

Naina took Sweety to the vet. 
The vet carefully bandaged 
Sweety's wounded leg and in- 
structed Naina to treat the wound 
carefully. 


N 


early a week passed be- 
fore Naina saw an adver- 
tisement in the newspa- 





per. It said: “Lost - a female dog; 
cream coloured and fully grown; 
very friendly. If you have any in- 
formation about Rinku, please 
contact: Mrs. D'Souza at........” 
There was also a picture of the 
dog. 

Naina’s heart sank. She knew 
that Sweety was Mrs. D’Souza’s 
lost dog. She told her father about 
the ad. He said, “Naina, | know 
you can't bear to be separated 
from Sweety, But it is your duty 
to call Mrs D'Souza.” Naina 
was sad, But she 


called earAl> 
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Mrs D'Souza who 
was very happy to hear that her pet 


was safe, 
I to Naina’s house and Mrs 
D'Souza stepped out. She 
recognized her dog Rinku. She 
thanked Naina and her parents, 


hat evening a car drove up 


few months passed. It was 
Naina's birthday. But she 
was not her usual self. She 


still missed Sweety. 
At that moment, 
the bell rang and 
the delivery man 
handed Naina a 
box. What ex- 
citement there 
was — when 
Naina opened 
the box. For, 
initthere was 
a puppy with 
a note tied 
around its 
neck! Naina read the 
note. 

Dear Naina, | know how sad you 
felt while parting with Rinku, This 
gift is a puppy of Rinku's, The puppy 
is also a female and looks exactly 
like Rinku. | have named the puppy 
‘Sweety! Ihope you like my gift. With 
love, Mrs D'Souza. 

Naina immediately sat down to 
write a note to Mrs D'Souza to thank 
her for the gift. Naina now hao a 
pet dog of her own! 

- Ankita Shreeram, Std VII 
Holy Angels High School 


Mumbai 
atainintntntntotiatatintatatatatatatatatatntatatatatatatatotat 
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Lady (in a Hotel) : I'd like a knicker 
bockers glory 
syrup, chocolate chips wabbles, nuts and lots 
of ice cream, 
Waiter : Would you like a cherry on top? 
Lady : Ofcourse not! I'm on a diet. 





with double cream, raspberry 


+S. Sujan, Age 13, 
PS.BBSSS.,. Nagar, 
~ Chennai - 17 





‘he supreme court has banned smok 
ing in public places and the state 
governments have been asked 10 
take necessary steps to implement the 
supreme court's order, If all citizens 
‘obey this order, it would definitely be 
a blessing to non-smokers, who, 
whether they like it or not, become: 
passive smokers in public plac 
as like bus stands, railway sta- 
tions, parks et, 
BIOLOGICAL WAR FARE! 
‘The war against terrorism in Afganistan 
is being prolonged with tragic results. Many 
innocent lives including that of chil- 
dren are lost and so many are 
wounded. America would stop at 
nothing to achieve the 
surrender of Bin Laden 
‘and the Talibans 
will not yield. 
Meanwhile ter- 
rorist attacks are 
taking a new form - biological attack on 
unsuspecting people. Any letter is opened 
today with some amount of suspicion for 
fear of anthrax germs! Though terrorists 
have achieved only marginal success in 
such attacks as of today, the fear psycho- 
sis generated is tremendous. 
GIGANTIC PURI 
Sureshkumar Shukla of Mumbai, pre- 
pared a gigantic puri which was 1.3 meters 
in diameter! Imagine the “Sabji" required 
to go with it! Shukla hopes to get his name 
included in the Limca Book of Records if 
nit the Guinness. Some people wonder, 
what useful purpose do such records 
serve? Well, the puri and the cook have 
been featured in almost all news papers and 
that makes the record holder happy and 
ives him a sense of achievernent. To him, 
that is a very useful purpose and he need 
ndt ask for more! 














Poto 

The government of India has promul- 
gated an ordinance - Prevention Of Terror- 
ism Ordinance ~ POTO for short. The op- 
position parties have assailed it as being 
draconian and they tear misuse of the very 
harsh provisions in it. They feel that the 
existing laws are sufficient to deal with ter- 
rorism, The government says that POTO is 
‘not like the earlier TADA and that there are 
sufficient safeguards against misuse, While 
‘we can appreciate the fears of the opposi- 
tion it should also be remembered that ter- 
rorism - especially the present day version 
ofit-isan extraordinary phenomenon and 
extraordinary efforts are required to deal 
with it, POTO can be diluted alte # need 
be, but cannot be done away with - not 
‘when terrorism is stretching its tentacles 


far and wide in India, 
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+ Viay Siva 


“consider ita great 
pleasure to talk to all 
of you through this 
column. I enjoyed 
every minute of 
my answering 
and I must say, 
1 too have 
learnt a lot in the process.” 

+ Vijay Siv 











nath, Std.X, 
S, Secunderabad 

a) Please give me details about the 
origin of carnatic music 


Sainikpur 





‘The birth place of caratic music is 
certainly India -not even South India, but 
India as a whole, Carnatic music has a 
history dating back toa period earl 





er than 





the Ramayana, But it was only 
led ‘music’ then - sangeetham, 
ganam and similar words that 
meant music 

When India underwent 
invasioné from the west (the 
Greeks) and then from the 
Mughals, music in the north 
‘underwent char 








es. The good in 
these news styles was happily 
accepted. Since these invasions 
never reached the south, the style 
of music down south remained 
unaffected, Later, to di 


inguish 
the Northern and Southern 
ave it different nan 
Hindustani and Carnatic 
Karnatic’ or *Karnatakam’ means, 
that which is ancient, developed ove 
Jong time and still being practised 


LEND 


ME TUUR 











S. Jagadish, Std. XI, Shri Anand 
Jain Vidyalaya, Chennai. 

a) What is the major difference 
between Carnatic and Hindustani music? 
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1 The Trinity 


b) Is it really 
possible 10 produce 
rain by singing] 
Amrutavarshini 


























raga? 
‘c) Which is the 
best web site on| 
carnatic music? 
d) What is the 
difference between 
the viola and the| 
violin 
Let me answer 
these questions one by one, his ight, A gl 





1m o kanjira artiste may 
a) There are differences betw be seated to the left of the mridangist. A 
two styles of music, but remembe 





Hindustani concert has the same stage 

ae also striking similarities as they order but you would see a sarangi or 

‘emerge from the same root. harmonium artiste instead of the violinist 
‘When you view a concert, atic and, the tabla artiste instead of the 

rmusicconcerthasthe vocalist (or the mai yidangst. 

performer) seated in the middle, the Now forthe theortial and practical 

violinist to his left and the mridangis to diferences 


Carnatic 
1. Begins witha varnam or kit 
re generally short 
and sung at a medium fast speed. 
3, Most compositions or songs 
rendered have three stanzas 
pallavi, anu pallavi and charanam, 
4. The usage of gamakas 
(oscillations) and swaras (flat 
qual 












5. Around 8 - 10 compositions 
are presented in a concert 


Hindustani 


1, Begins with an alapana of a 
raga, 


GOKULAM 
DECEMBER “01 








2. Alapanas are long, starting from the 
slowest speed and moving on to faster 
speeds. 

3, The compositions - Khyal, Dhrupad, 
Tumri etc, are just a few lines - at most a 
stanza, 

4,’The emphasis ison the straight, Nat 
notes, 

5. Only 3 oF 4 compositions are 
presented. 





‘The differences can go on. 
but, more the differences figured 
out, more the similarities that 
‘would stem afresh 


b) If you believe, totally 
believe, that it will rain if 
Amruthavarshini is sun 
If not, it may or may not rain 
Faith and belief are the greatest 
forces in humans which no other 
living being c: 
Muthuswami Dikshitar sang 
this raga and brought rains 
because of his faith in that raga 
and ofcourse faith in God. It was 
this deep and sincere faith that 
moved even the all powerful nature. 


«€) Carmaticmusic.com 
Caratica.com 
Sangeetham.com 

* the itn andthe viola 


Kutcheribuzz.com 


4) Both the violin and the viola look 
the same - same features, But, the viola is 





roughly 1% times larger than the violin 
and gives a deeper tone and playing it 
requires a special understanding as to 
here to place the notes 

Just imagine, if the cricket pitch is 
made 30 yards instead of 22, won't the 
bowler need to train himself to this 







™ A carnatie musle concert 
change? 
milarly, a person playing the violin 
and wanting o switch over to the viola, 
needs to ‘eel’ this new distance on the 
fingerboard. 








While in western 








‘music, the pitches for the 
two instruments differ, 
in Indian music both 
sound alike tothe lay ear. 

RD. Rajesh Rajan, 
Std. VI, Anza H 
Mumbai 

1a) How can one call 
@ musician ‘a genius’ 
through his rendering of 



















ragas, singing of more krithis or is there 
any other yard stick? 

b) Was the violin invented in our 
country or is it a foreign instrument? If 
the latter, then how did it take the main 
place in a carnatic music concert? 

8) The words ‘genius’, ‘prodigy’ are 
uused s0 often by so many people that it 
seems no one knows when actually to use 
them, 

In the music field, generally, a person 
who does new things on already 
accepted principles, on a very strong 
footing, may be called a genius provided 
atleast one of his new things gets good 
support from the public and the pundits 
alike, This new thing must also stand the 
test of time. (sce pictures of some of the 
‘geniuses of camatic music) 

‘The genius could have reached new 
heights in any department of carnatic 








* first the yach and later the veena 


‘music not necessarily raaga delination or 
Arti singing, It is not correct to assume 
tata person singing a raga fora long time 
is very imaginative and hence a genius. 
‘Similarly, singing a number of ritisis also 
riot a yard stick. 

‘The ‘genius’ in a person is measured 
‘more by the quality of the presentation 
than the quantity 











+ The geniuses 


b) There are two 
theories. 

1. The Indian yazh 
and the sarangi were 
adapted by the 
Europeans, later got 
transformed into the 
violin and came back 
to India in the 18th ~ 
19th century. 

2. The Europeans 
invented it on their 

Whatever be it, the 
violin is now an 
important instrument 
incamatic music. The 
reason is simple 
Carnatic music is 
vocal based. It has 
always had an 
instrument that 
closely resem- 
bles the voice, to 
accompany 
First it was the 
yazh (harp) and 
later the veena 
‘The violin, when 
invented was 
also found to 
resemble the 
voice very closely 
and that too, very 
precisely. It then 
acquired _tremen- 
dous prominence. 
Today, it has become 
indispensible. That is 
why violin solo 
performances are also 
popular. 
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(to be continued...) 
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HONESTY NEVER FAILS 
= VENU VARIATH 
































Tm going to test you. 
The one who succeeds) 
ill be appointed 

































































he king. There, before him were his friends - 








(The seed didn’t] 
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he sea horse has a 

peculiar shape. It is a fish but does 
not look or behave like one. It looks like 
the horse on your chessboard. As a 
popular remark goes, it has ‘the head of 
horse, the tail of an ape, the skin of an 
insect and the pouch of a kangaroo.” The 
sea horse is only one or two inches long. 
‘The tal helps it to hold on toa seaweed 
so that itis not swept away by water. No 
other fish has this Facility. 

‘The sea horse is known asthe summer 
fish as it is seen only in summer. Where 
it goes and what it does in winter is not 
known! 

+ VSrivatsan, Std. IX A, Bethel 
Mat. HSS., Thiruvanmiyur, 
Chennai. 


‘A mammal that can fly 

B ‘us are peculiar creatures. They are 

the only mammals that can fly. The 

female bat gives birth to the young and 

suckles it. Bats do not have feathers on 

theirbody but they have hair like all other 
mammals, 

While resting, the bat hangs itself 
upside down, its legs holding on tightly 
to the branch of the tree. The formation 
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* Dancing communicate 


ofits limbs is such that it cannot stand 
erect. 
Bats can fly at night. They produce 
high pitched sounds that echo off 
nearby objects. The bats 
pick up this echo and 
become aware of the 
existence of these objects, 
Buts are in existence on 
the earth for more than 60 
million years. They cat 
insects and worms. 
‘The vampire bat feeds on 
the blood of other animals and 
birds. They even attack hurnan 
beings and suck their blood 
‘The largest bat is the flying fox with 
a body length of over 40 cms. 
= P. Balaji, Std. II, Modern 
School, Nagpur. 


he amazing 

techniques 
used by the tiny 
creatures around 
us make us raise 
‘oureyebrowsin 
wonder! 


communication 





“A mammal hat can hy 





Since millions of bees live 
together and share their food, its 
important for them to collect all the 





IN THE 
WILD 








food that can be found. So when the 
foraging bees return to the hive, they 
communicate with the bees coming out 
from the hive, 

They do this by performing 
dances on the combs of the hive. 
‘The dancing bees are able to tell 
the other bees, through their 
dances, the direction and the 
location of the food. The bees 
around the dancing bees become 
excited and begin ‘follow a 
dancer’ and imitate her movements. 
‘Then they leave the hive and without 
the dancing bee to lead them, fly 
directly to the food source. The odour 
on the dancing bees gives a clue as to 








bees in which direction 

to look for the food. 
The speed of the 

dance tells the 








Which flower to look for. 
If the bees do a round dance, the 
bees fly out and look nearby. 
If the returning bees do a wagging, 
dance, it means 
that the food is. 
more than one 
hundred 
meters away. 
During this 
dance, the bees 
goin straight 
direction for a 
short run, This 
tells the other 





distance of the feeding, 
place. Ifit is done quickly, the feeding 
place is near, The greater the distance, 
the slower the dance. 

‘When the amount of food leftis very 
little, the returning bees do not dance. 
So the other bees don't go looking for 
food. 

‘Thus bees communicate, with each 
other effectively and work without 
much confusion by virtue of their 
varied dancing styles. 


- R. Saran Raj, Std. VIB, 
Sri Sankara Mat. HS. 
Chen 
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Dr. G. Ganesan, Rajapalayam 





‘@ Rajitha Nair, Palakkad 

? What is sinus? How is it caused? 
What is the difference between 
migraine and sinus? What are the 
remedies for them? 

1 Sinus is a hollow, air-filled space 
in the front of the skull. The human 
skull contains four groups of sinuses. 
They are frontal sinuses, maxillary 
sinuses, _ethmoid 
sinuses and sphenoid 
sinuses. The sinuses 
lighten the skull and 
make it easier to hold 
up the head and to 
balance it on the neck. 

‘The sinuses have a 
















‘close contact with the inner membrane 
of the nose. Therefore, infections ofthe 
nose spread easily o the sinuses. There, 
the infection causes a disease 
commonly called sinus trouble or 
sinusitis. Allergies, cold, flu, dental 
infection, dampness and a change in 
climate result in sinusitis, Headache, 
running nose and fever are some of its 





MIGRAINE 
AND SINUS 


symptoms. 
‘Steam inhalation helps to get relief 
from pain. Antibiotics, nasal decon- 
gestants, analgesics and anti-hista- 
mines are also helpful to reduce 
the infection and the inflam- 
‘mation in the sinuses. Some- 
times.a needle puncture or 
aan endoscopic surgery 
‘may be needed for per~ 
‘manent cure. 
Migraine isa different 
disease. It results from the 
ulilatation of the blood vessels 
which feed the outer parts of the 
skull and the brain, In 
migraine, headache will be 
\\ very severe and there will 
_\ be a throbbing which 
classically limits itself to 








Hello, Doctor! 





‘one half of the head. It may last for 
hours or days. It may be accompanied 
by vomiting and visual disturbances. 
Anxiety, tension, stress, fatigue, 
frustration, loud noises, alcohol, bright 


lights, certain foods, and other allergies 
‘may trigger migraine, Many drugs are 
available to treat it. We should take 
them under the doctor's supervision. 

© Neelima Chakrabarthy, West 
Bengal 

? Ifa person sleeps alot does he or 
she truly get fat? Or is it just a 
misbelief? 

!tisa myth. Mere sleep has no role 
in increasing our body fat. If a person 
cats a lot of fatty foods and lacks 
‘enough physical activity and exercise, 
then he or she will get fat. 

© A. Sharmila, Pondicherry 

? What is food allergy? How does 
it occur? How can we prevent it? 

{If one encounters any unpleasant 
reactions like itching, swelling or 
breathing trouble after eating certain 
foods, he is allergic to those foods. This 
condition is called ‘food allergy.’ The 
‘most common symptoms ofa true food 
allergy include : Hives, itching, 





‘swelling beneath the skin, swelling of 
the lips, face, tongue and throat, or 
other parts of the body. Wheezing, 
nasal congestion, troubled breathing, 
abdominal pain, diarrhoea, nausea, 
vomiting, dizziness and fainting are 
‘some other symptoms, 

Certain proteins in cow's milk, egg 
whites, peanuts, wheat, soyabeans, 
fish, shellfish, tree nut, beans, com and 
chocolate trigger about 90 percent of 
food allergies. Our body's immune 
system responds to a specific food or 
component of a food that seems to be 
allergic to our body. Our immune 
system produces large amounts of 
immunoglobulin E (IgE) antibodies to 





culprit food or food component (the 
allergen). This in turn releases 
histamine and other chemicals that 
cause the distressing or alarming 
‘symptoms that may be a threat to life. 
Food allergy is usually caused by 
familial tendency. The best way to 
prevent food allergy is to know 
and avoid foods that cause these 
symptoms. 
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STRENGTH 



































EDUCATIVE 
AND 
ENJOYABLE 


“Dear Gokulam Friends, 

Recently, | prepared a colourful 
chart showing the advantages of 
taking good food and the 
disadvantages of taking improper 
food. This chart was displayed at 
ourschoo''s science exhibition and 
was appreciated by many people. | 


wanted to share it with all of you. 
With love 


DIARRHOEA & Sai Deepak” 








says Sai Deepak of Std IV, 
Saikor English Medium School, 
Vizianagaram. 





GOKULAM offers this chart to 
its readers as an ‘informative, 
educative and enjoyable game.’ 


Go on! Have fun! 
Happy Holidays! 


(We assume that you would 
have played snakes and ladders 
any number of times and so you 
would already know all the rules 
and regulations of the game!) 

Iustration : Lalitha 
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t was summer vacation and we 
‘were at our native place. We went for a 
swim inthe river Vallaparu (although we 
did not know much of swimming!) 
along with our friends. My sister and | 
enjoyed being in the water. Our friends 
even tried to teach us how to swim. 

After a while, my mother sent alittle 
Gil to look for us. My mother wanted 
her gold ring that my sister had worn 
that morning. It was then that we real 
ised the ring was lost. We had the shock 
of our lives! 

Luckily for us, one of our friends let 
‘out a shriek to announce that the ring 
‘was found. The ring had not fallen into 
the water, where we thought it would 
have, but was found stuck in the mud. 
Our friend who found it brought it to 
us. We prompt went back home to give 
‘our mother her ring. 

+R. Nisheavidha, Std Vill, 
SSV School, Chennai. 


A PHOTO TO CHERISH 
It was a very boring summer vaca- 
tion. | simply didnot know how to while 
away the time. 
This was when | heard a ot of noise 
from next door one fine morning. !soon 
learnt that two children Aparna and 
















A NARROW 
ESCAPE 

Ine day, 1 went to the 
terrace of my house to fly a kite 
little realising then how danger- 
ous it was. I was so involved in 
watching the kite that I did not 
notice | was nearing the end of 














‘Aravind, Mr. Rao’s grandchildren had 
come from Delhi. Luckily for me we 
soon became good friends and | began 
to enjoy my holidays. Aparna was about 
my age and Aravind was about four 
years younger. We played together eve- 
ryday and went for walks. 


One day we found a puppy with a 
red collar on the road. We knew he be- 
longed to someone but since there was 
nobody nearby, we decided to take him 
home and look after him. 

Acouple of days later, when we were 
on our usual walk, Tricky (that’s what 








Go 
eae 


the terrace, as I walked back- 
ward. Luckily for me, my brother 
who was down in the garden 
saw me and shouted at me. I 
just froze. When I looked be- 
hind me, I realised what a 
narrow escape I had had! 
- RP. Janani, 
Age 10, SKMHSS, 
Chennai 


LUCKILY 
FOR... 


BAG TO THE RESCUE 
Trwas 6 0' clock in the morning and 
I was cycling to tution class. My house 
is ina lane and the lane is connected to 
the main road. A gutter runs between 








the lane and the main road and a nar- 
row slab is placed across this gutter to 
enable cycles and two-wheelers to go 
across. 

Unfortunately that morning, ltost my 
balance while crossing the gutter and 
fell into it. My left thigh bone was frac- 
tured and the cycle fell over me, Luck- 
ily for me, my head was rested on the 
school bag and hence | escaped with- 
‘out any head injury. What a dreadful 
incident! 

~$. Ganapathi, Std. VIll, KV 2, 
Kalpakkam. 





we had named the puppy) suddenly 
broke loose from my hand and ran fast 
towards a car parked near a shop. He 
seemed excited and kept barking loudly 

















ashe ran. 

We discovered that the owner of the 
car owned the dog too. The man was 
very happy to see Tricky and thanked 
us for finding him. He also wanted to 
give us a gift. 

We decided to have a photograph 
taken with Tricky near us. The man 
obliged and we had the photograph 
taken at a nearby studio. Even now the 
three of us have a copy each of that pic- 
ture. Aparna and Aravind still visit me 
Whenever they come to Chennai 

=R. Aishwarya, Std. IX, JGGH 
School, Chennai 
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he bell rang signalling 

the end of the last pe- 

riod of the day. The 
children were soon streaming 
out of the school building on 
their way home, in small 
groups, big groups or alone. 

“Wait for me Ambika”, cried 
Srilata as she saw Ambika and 
Venkat near the school gate. 

Srilata, Ambika and Venkat were 
in the fourth standard and in the 
same class. They were bosom 
friends, 

“Hurry up Srilata,” shouted 
‘Ambika above the din created by 
the school children. “! have 
promised amma to accom- 
pany her to the market this 
afternoon.” 

"Only a minute, 
pleaded Srilata and 
then muttered under 
her breath in exaspera- 
tion, "Where has this 
idiot disappeared?" as 
she tried desperately 
to recognize her 
younger 
brother go 
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Prabhu in the swarm of chil- 
dren coming out of the 
school 


She saw him 
ambling down 
the corridor 
with his hand 
slung over the 
shoulders of a pal of 
his, deep in conversation. 







Hey you Prabhu, hurry up," 
shouted Srilata with irrita- 


















tion 
PiehNinens, 3 
aged to cog 

hear his §& / 
sister 


py 


inspite ofthe din and turning towards 
her, waved cheerfully. He aban- 
doned his friend and ran towards his 
sister, making way for himself 
through the throng of children. 
Prabhu, two years younger to Srlata, 
was in the second standard 


‘oon the four children were on 
thelr way home, They lived 


close by and usually walked 































home. 
They had bought an ice cream 
each from a roadside vendor with the 
litle funds that Ambika had. It was 
a warm afternoon and they were 
sweaty and grimy. The cool wind 
gave them a semblance of comfort, 
asit blew against them from over the 
vast expanse of rice fields on either 
side of the road that was lined with 
coconut trees, The cool, sweet, tra 
grant contact of the ice cream 
against their tongue further soothed 
them, 
"That was an exciting history les- 
son we had today,” said Srilata 
her voice slightly slurred, for the 
ice cream had frozen the tip 
of her tongue, 

1 bet” said Ambika, 
What a valiant woman 
Rani Bhagyalakshmi 
was, to have single - 

handedly battered the 











army of her evil brother - in - law 
Viraratna.” 

“liked that part about her brave 
horse Selvam, which helped her es- 
cape from her enemies by leaping 
over the twelve - foot wide moat of 
her fort,” said Sritata 

“1 wonder where that fort is lo- 
cated," mused Venkat. 

The children had been particu- 
larly interested in the fort built by the 
legendary queen Bhagyalakshmi 
who had ruled a small principality in 
that region some four hundred years 
ago, She was also a great builder 
of temples, forts and palaces, the 
ruins of many of which stil survived 
to this day. Their teacher had told 
them that it was considered quite im- 
pregnable in those days, surrounded 
as it was by a deep moat and high 
walls. It was said to have an under- 
ground network of tunnels, escape 
routes and rooms that could hide a 
whole army in times of adversity. The 
tunnels were designed in the form 
‘of a maze so that, even if an enemy 
found his way into them, without 
knowing the layout of the tunnels, he 
would soon get lost in the maze and 
die of starvation. There were ru- 
mours of great treasures buried in 


the subterranean chambers of this 
fort. 

“The teacher did mention that the 
fort was located somewhere in this 
region,” said Srilata. 

“itrmust be in the forests surround- 
ing the village,” conjectured Venkat. 
"We can ask old illangovan. He 
goes into the forest every day to 
graze his goats, He may have come 
across the ruins of the fort.” 

Prabhu had been quietly licking 
his ice cream, but when he heard 
Venkat mention an outing in the for 
est, his ears pricked up, 

“Akka, will you take me with you 
to the forest?” he asked Sriata. 

“No one is going anywhere, 
scolded Srilata. 

But Venkat had put a thought in 
their minds and they resolved indi- 
vidually to meet Illangovan and ask 
him about the ruins. 


ne wee wee 


t was almost dusk when Srilata 
approached the thatched hut of 
MWangovan, which was on the out- 

skirts of the village. Smoke from the 

cooking stove was issuing out of the 
rear window where the kitchen was. 
located. Ililangovan had just returned 











July this year. 


DO YOU KNOW? 


A person named Seshu Babu of Andhra Pradesh cre- 
ated a new record of standing still when he stood _un- 
moving and unblinking for 24 hours 1 minute on 22nd 


The earlier record for standing still was 18 hours. 


-M. Vinodh, 
\Vridhachalam. 























from the forest with his herd of goats. 
After putting them in their pen, he 
had retired to the hut to prepare din- 
ner. 

The girl approached the door of 
the hut, It was ajar and she peeped 
in to see lilangovan bending over a 
smoking fire, “Are you there 
Wlangovan?” asked Srilata. 

The old man turned and recog- 
nizing Srilata, said warmly, “Oh it is 
you, come right, What has brought 
you to my hut?” 

Illangovan lived alone with his 
goats. He was a hit with children for 
he was adept at making interesting 
toys with bamboo spools or tough 
leaves from wild trees. He also had 
a fund of tales that he would some- 
times relate to the children when he 
was in the mood. 

Srilata entered the tidy hut and sat 
by the side of langovan on a clean 
‘mat that he spread for her. Just then 
there was a tap on the door and she 
saw Ambika and Venkat standing at 
the low doorway. 

tlangovan was quite puzzled and 
overwhelmed. Never had he had so 
many visitors on the same day. He 





was hard put to seat them all, for 
there were not enough mats in the 
hut to go around. Ambika and 
Venkat saved him some embarrass- 
ment by sitting on the ground which 
was anyway well swept 

Soon the children briefed him 
about the purpose of their visit. 
Mangovan remained silent for awhile 
as he stirred the gruel in the pot with 


a wooden spoon. 
T voice. "Now that you men- 
tion it, | remember that | had 

once, long ago, walked into a ruin, 
Itwas by the side of a river. One of 
my goats had been missing that day 
and | was looking for it. | could hear 
it bleat but | could see it nowhere. 
When | pinpointed the sound, it 
seemed to be coming from under the 
ground. | was frightened a bit for 
there are many ghosts and evil spir- 
its in the forest. | wondered i one of 
them got hold of the goat. At the 
same time, | was loath to leave the 
animal toits fate. | am a poor man, 


hen he spoke in a low clear 
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you see, and cannot afford to lose 
my goats in this way. | approached 
warily and peered at the spot from 
where the sound was coming. | 
found a hole in the ground, like @ dry 
well. It was not very deep and I was 
able to pull out the goat with my hand 
by lying face down on the ground 
near the edge of the hole. 

"AS | sat there with the goat to rest 
awhile, I looked about and was quite 
surprised to see stone walls and 
fallen pillars overgrown with vegeta- 
tion. It was a ruin of some old build- 
ing. 1 did not tarry long, for such 
buildings are usually haunted. Itwas 
getting dark and | was alone. | there- 
fore quickly withdrew from that 
place.” 

The children were listening avidly 
to this tale. 

“Where did you say was this 
ruin?” Ambika asked. 

“Ohl don't remember exactly. It 
all happened so many years ago. 
After this incident | was careful not 
to stray in that direction.” 

The children quizzed him for a 
long time, but all that they could get 
‘out of him was that the ruin was by 


© Deer bottly, a tiny insect, isthe speed 

champion of the world. It flies at a 

speed of 1317 Kilometers per hour, 
faster than a jet plane. 

= Sampreet Hegde 

Std IIL, VS. Pillay English 

Medium School, Hubli. 










the side of a river. According to. 
Wangovan it wasnot very far into the 
forests too, for he had come upon it 
after only about half an hour's walk. 


eeing that there wasn't any- 

thing more to be got out of 

Wangovan, they thanked 
him and left him to his solitary din- 
ner. They did not immediately dis- 
Perse to their homes, but lingered in 
the village square to take stock of 
the situation. 

“Let me tell you something | found 
in the textbook," said Venkat. "Ac- 
cording to what read, the fort of Rani 
Bhagyalakshmi was on the northern 
side of a small hill situated in the 
middle of a large meadow, by the 
side of a river. Iilangovan's tale 
somewhat corroborates this, for he 
did mention a river, but no hill or 
mountain.” 

“Why didn't you tellus this before? 
We could have asked Iilangovan 
whether there was a hill near the 
ruin," said Ambika, 

Srilata shook her head, “Even if 
there had been one, | doubt whether 
Hilangovan would have noticed it. His 
mind was s0 full of ghosts and evil 
spirits." 

Venkat's eyes twinkled with éx- 
citement as an idea entered his 
mind. “Tell you what" he said. “Let 
us walk up the river along its banks 
into the forest as far as we can'go 
and see if we come upon sdine 
nin.” 

‘The children mulled over this Hold 
‘suggestion for a while and finally 
planned the visit for the coming Sun- 
day itself! 











To be continued... 


COVER STORY 
Hot from the oven - ready in 

just twenty minutes - with a 
choice of your favourite ‘top-_/ aie 
pings’ spreadovera‘crusty AM 
base - melting cheese right 

on top - served in style along 

with a tall glass of 


LET! 
HAVE A 


and allow itto melt down your 
throat - YUMMY! NO SHARING 
PLEASE! 











Children who do not like PIZ- 
ZAS are rare. How much do we 
know about this most sought af- 
ter, mouth watering delicacy? Go 
(on to read all about it 


THE BIRTH OF PIZZAS 


t's kind of sill to talk about anyone “in- 

venting” pizza. Pizza has undergone a 
very slow process of evolution over the cen- 
turies, but it is quite certainly the cultures of 
the Mediterranean that deserve credit for 


creating it 
Ancient Egyptians had a custom of oel- 

ebrating the Pharaoh's birthday with a fiat he word pizza may be a derivative of 

bread seasoned with herbs. the Latin word picea, a word which the 


Herodotus, a Greek historian described Romans used to describe the blackening of 
Babylonian recipes that were very similar to bread in an oven. Pizza is pronounced 
contemporary pizza crust Ancient Greeks ate ‘peetza’. The word pizza was used to de- 
@ fiat, baked bread with assorted toppings scribe both sweet and salty pies that were 
called plankuntos. becoming increasingly popular among tt 


feast PRY 


ian atistocracy. Poor peasants used theirim- 
ited ingredients (wheat flour, olive oi, lard, 
cheese and natural herbs) to make a sea- 
soned flat bread, gamished with cheese 

Mozzarella cheese was one benefit of an 
invasion trom the Asians, who brought the 





water buffalo totaly. Today, the best mozza- 
rella cheese is stil made from water butilo 
milk. 


THE FEARED AMERICAN TOMATO 
Uuropeans returning from Peru and 
Mexico brought with them what was 

originally thought to be a very poison- 

us fruit: the tomato. Precisely how they 
decided that the tomato was actually ed- 
ible is unclear, but as Southern Europe- 
ans overcame their suspicions, the to- 
mato became enormously popular. To- 
day, of course, the tomato is a crucial 

‘component of the Mediterranean cui- 

sine, and is still used in most pizza 

recipes, 


NAPLES BECOMES THE PIZZA 
CAPITOL OF THE WORLD 
aples assumed its reputation as having 
the finest pizza in Htaly throughout the 


PRY Sccumcst 
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‘7th and 16th centuries. inthe 18th century, 
pizza became a popular fastfood, 

‘Before piazerias became very popular how- 
ever, steet vendors (typically young bays) 
walked around the cty with small tn stoves on 
their heads, caling out to attract customers 
While undoubtedly uncomfortable forthese 19th 
century delivery boys, this street - vending 
method made pizza ever-more popular, and 
paved the way forthe opening of the work's 
first pizzeria. 


he world’s first true pizze: 

“Antica Pizzeria Port’Alba” opene 
in 1830 and is stil in business today at 
Via Port'Alba 18 in Naples. Pizzerias in 
this era usually included a large brick 
oven, a marble counter where the crust 
was prepared, and a shelf lined with in- 
4redients. Contemporary Neapolitan piz- 
zerias are prepared in the same way 
they were 100 years ago. The large brick 








ovens make the pizzerias uncomfortably 
hot in every season except winter, but 
the unique flavour of these brick-oven 
pizzas is unmatched. Pizzaioli (makers 
of pizza) often assemble the entire pizza 
on a marble counter right before the cus- 
tomer's eyes. 

Neapolitan pizza is still widely re- 
garded as the best in the world, prob- 
ably because of the fresh ingredients 
available to Neapolitan pizzerias: herbs, 
garlic and tomatoes and fresh mozza- 
fella from water buffalo milk 








PIZZAS TODAY 
‘day the Association of True Neapoli- 
tan Pizza maintains strict member 
guidelines for ingredients, dough and cook- 
ing. This elite organization maintains 
that pizza dough must be 





3, What special ch 





6. Name any two spices that are 
7.What is 

8, Two types of crusts are u 
base - what are they called? 

9. Ono particular pizza Is 
hamed after a queen. Can you 
name it? 

10. A very wall known In- 
dian company has recently 
introduced pizzas in the mar- 
kot. Which one? 

111. Black Olive- what is it? 

12. One of the most crucial 
of the pizza toppings was con- 
sidered to be a poisonous frult- 
which one? 


















TICH - TICK - TICK - A QUIZ 
Is pepperoni? 


@ Is used on pizzas? 
4, What is this special choose made trom? 
5. In which country did pizzas origi 





idded to the dough to make it puff? 
id for the 


made only with flour, natural yeast or brew- 
ers yeast, salt and water. Dough must be 
kneaded by hand or mixers which do not 
‘cause the dough to overheat, and the dough 
must be punched down and shaped by hand. 
‘Also, only wood-burning, bell-shaped brick 
‘ovens are permitted in pizeria that belong 
to this organization, The pizza must be 
‘cooked on the surface of the oven (often 
made of volcanic stone), and notin any pan 
or container, with oven temperatures reach 
ing at least 400-430°C (750-800°F), These 
‘ovens often have to heat up for hours be- 
{ore the first pizza is cooked, 

Pizza snow consumed allover the world, 
though travellers are often amazed by how 
diferent cultures have adapted pizza to their 
‘own tastes and preferences! 

Cover istration 
sayara} 








Name the sizes 










10? 
jed on pizzas 
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LETTER BOX 


2 Whenever | see the new Gokulam 
in the shop, | rush to buy it, The con- 
tents are very good and are arranged in 
a good manner. It is said that ‘winners 
don't do different things, but do things 
differently’ - that’s GOKULAM. 

~ Anand R, Navaratna, Std X, 
Bangalore. 


52 | have the following suggestion: 

4, You can quote more extensively 
from Indian culture, 

2. It will be a good idea to publish 
the answers for the ‘Gala Contest’ in 
subsequent issues, 

~ Maj. P, Suresh Kumar, 
Hyderabad, 


2 GOKULAM (Nov 2001) has been 
enjoyable. The detailed article on ‘ant 
eaters’ was highly informative. All along, 
| thought there was only one variety of 
Pangolin, 

“Tips on Philately’ contained several 
useful tips and would serve as a good 
{Quide for budding philatelists like me, 

=V. Mahadevan, Std IV, Chennai, 


few articles are mentioned. It would be 
nice if a complete index is given. 

~ 8. Ramkumar, Std X, 

Coonoor. 


2 | read the article ‘Let's catch up 
with some idioms’ (Nov. 2001). It was 
very interesting, useful and thought pro- 
voking, 

“A. Suba, Std IX, 
m Dist, 








Please publish more ‘snippets’ in 

the forth coming issues. 

~P. Venkateshwaran, Std Vill, 
Chennai. 


£2 As a special for the rainy season 
and festival season, we very much en- 
joyed reading the poem ‘Sitting by the 
window’ and the story of ‘Navarathir’ 
The ‘News Analysis’ and ‘Just a 
minute’ columns are useful and help us 
understand the current affairs. 





= R. Balakrishna, Std Ill, 
A. Arulambigal, Std IX, 
Vellore. 


GOKULAM 


: 0 THE REAL 
2000 issue of 

GOKULAM, there has only 

been a small index (con WINNER 

tents page) where only a 
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© The article ‘Will we miss the 
manatee’ (Oct 2001) was fabulous. 
Whenever! fall sick, | spend almost all 
my time reading GOKULAM over and 
over. | rightly feel that GOKULAM is the 
medicine for my illness. 
~ Md, Sirajuddin, Std Vil, 
Gulbarga 


2 Frankly, even my grandfather 

loves GOKULAM very much and he 

never lets me read it first. | ike the idea 
of the Gala Contest. 

4. Vinu, Std Vil, 

Bangalore. 


i It is such a wonderful idea to 
conduct these Gala Contests. In turn, it 
is a golden opportunity for us to learn 
and also show our talents. 

~G. Prashanth, Std X, 
Nellore. 


© | have been reading GOKULAM 

for the past three years. | like the FULL 
BOOK! 

-K. Chamee, Std Vill, 

Chennai. 


© The stories in GOKULAM are 
interesting. The picture stories are even 
more interesting. | have put up many 
GOKULAM POSTERS in my room, The 
“grandma worm’ column is very useful 
for solving many of our problems. 
+4. Sudha, Std VI, 
Chennai. 


© The article and poster on Khon- 

the masked dance drama was excellent, 

| am really grateful to you for bringing 
‘out such a wonderful article, 

~P. Uttara Priyadharshini, 

Std Vil, Thane (W). 





| like the retently introduced in- 
sight column very much. Through this 
column, | have gathered a lot of infor- 
mation. - 
- Amrita Agarwala, Std IX, 

Midnapore. 


Inthe present age of computers, 
| intend to suggest that GOKULAM too 
can have a website and an E- mail ID. It 
would provide a platform to the bud- 
ding writers all over the world to por- 
tray their talent. 
Karthik Krishnan, 
New Delhi. 


2 I have a suggestion - can't 
Gokulam have an E.mail address so that 
readers can mail in the articles? That's 
all. Long live Gokulam. 

‘Suganya, Std Vill, $.1.E.S. HS, 
Mum! 














Turn to the CONTENTS PAGE for our E-mail address 
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arconi was born in 


M Italy. He conducted 
his early experi- 
ments on his father’s estate 
near Bologna. His activities 
were never tolerated by his 
father, but his mother al- 

ways encouraged him to do — 
his research, 

When Marconi was just 
20, he came to know that Henry 
Hertz had discovered radio waves. 
Marconi started working in the field 
of radiowave communication. 
O came down from his room 

and woke up his mother. He 
requested his mother to come into 
his laboratory. Marconi showed her 
an electric bell positioned inbetween 
many instruments in one corner of 
the room. Marconi himself went to 
the other corner of the room and 
pressed a Morse Key. As soon as 
he pressed the key, the electric bell, 
placed at a distance of 30 feet rang, 
The ringing of the bell with the 


GLIELMO MARCONI 


G 


ne night in 1894, Marconi 


radio waves was a great achieve- 
ment. 

Marconi was encouraged by the 
success of the experiment. One day, 
Marconi placed his own self-made 
transmitter on one side of a hill and 
the receiver on the other side, 
A\fango, his brother was there to re- 
ceive messages. When Alfango be- 
gan to receive messages, he started 
dancing. At this success, Marconi 
became confident that his instru- 
ment was good for long distance 
transmission and communication. 
B ceeded in radio communica- 

tion over a distance of 12 
miles. In 1898, England's Prince of 
wales was caught by fever in his 
small ship near an island, Marconi 
connected both places with the help 
of his instrument to enable the queen 
to receive news of her son's welfare. 

At the age of just 33, Marconi re- 
ceived the Nobel Prize for Physics. 
Radio broadcasting began in Eng- 
land on 14th February 1922, 


e cannot forget this great 
W Scientist who gave us the 

base for radio communica- 
tion. Today the radio is the most ef. 
fective means of global mass com- 
munication. It gives us immediate 
information regarding any event, 
anywhere in the world, 


y 1897, Marconi had suc- 





=P. Sanjay, 
Bangalore. 
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Hello all! 
We hope you are enjoying this. We are receiving heaps of entries 
everyday. Let's go on with the next one, Before that, here are the 
lucky winners of GALA CONTEST - 2 









1, Saisudha Krishnan, 3, Swathi Guruduth, 
Mumbai, Bangalore 

2, S.Maithreyi, 4, AAntonete Divyaa, 
Hyderabad Nagercol. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 

¢ There will be a contest every month. 
¢ Four lucky winners will receive a set of books worth Rs.250/- each, from 
Scholastic India (P) Ltd. 
Fill in the form on the next page and mail it to us. 
4 Strictly for school going children 
Any number of entries can be sent by you, but no photocopies, 

All details asked for in the form must be filled in and complete. 

Entries without complete details will be rejected. 
as + Use a ball point pen to write, Write neatly and clearly, : 
¢ The person with an ‘all-correct’ entry is the winner, 
If there are more than one ‘all-correct’ entries, 
then the lucky winner/s will be decided by a 
draw of lot, from out of the all correct entries. 
4 The books will be sent to you direct by 
Scholastic India (Pvt) Ltd. Their decision with 
the choice of books is final. 
¢ The last date for receiving entries for each 
contest will be mentioned in the entry 

form 
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Name 


Age 
School 
Residential 
Address 
Signature 
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Re GALA CONTEST - 3 


ENTRY FORM 
Last Date : 10.12.2001 


Class. 


Given here are illustrations from 
four famous stories. Look at the 
to) illustrations carefully and name 


the story and its author. 
Story 


Rene 


Author 


Soue 


Mail to 








Ekkaduthangal, CH! 


Editor, 
Gokulam (English), 
47, Jawaharlal 
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BANANA SWEET 

Ingredients : 1 Kerala banana, 2 
teaspoons butter, I tablespoon jaggery, 
2 teaspoons sesame. 

Method : Cut a ripe kerala banana 
into slices. Ina pan, roast some sesame. 
Sprinkle some butter, jaggery and the 
roasted sesame on the banana slices 
Bake it in an oven for three minutes, A 
delicious banana sweet is 
ready. Serve as a dessert 

~ Ankita Shreeram, 

Std. VIL, Holy Angels 
H.S., Mumbai 





MILK VEGETABLE SOUP 

You need : 2 teacups mixed 
vegetables (French beans, greenpeas, 
carrots), | chopped onion, | tablespoon 
butter, 2 cups milk, 1% tablespoon 
plain flour, 4 cups of water. 

Method : Heat the butter in a pan 
and fry the onions for a minute. Add 
vegetables and fry again for 2 0 3 
minutes. Add 4 cups of water and cook 
till vegetables are soft. Then add the 
milk. Mix 1¥2 tablespoons of plain flour 
and water and add it to the soup. Boil 
for sometime, Add salt, Serve hot. 

- C. Raghavendra, Std.X1, 

Hindu Higher Secondary School, 

Chennai. 


PUNJABI LASSI 
Ingredients : 500 gms yoghurt 
(dah), 50 gm khova or 2 pedas, 100 
ml milk, 3 oF 4 teaspoon sugar, 2 or 3 
drops kewra essence, 3 or 4 almonds 
Method :Beat the yoghurt 


COOK AND 


SERVE 


thoroughly in a mixer. Add khova or 
peda and sugar in it. 

‘Add the milk. Blend it properly. Add 
the essence. Sprinkle finely chopped 
almonds. Serve the lassi in glasses. 

- K. Bhuyana, Std. VIII C, 
Bhavan’s Sri Ramakrishna 
Vidyalaya, Hyderabad. 

Dear Bhuvana, 

Please send us your residential 
address immediately, 

- Editor 
DATES MILKSHAKE 

You need : (For 2 people) Dates 10- 
12, Milk 1¥cups, Sugar -according to 
taste, Honey 3-4 spoons, Elaichi 
powder 2 spoons. 

Method : Grind all the dates with 
some sugar and water, Take the mixture 
and mix it with milk till you geta very 
light brown colour, Refrigerate and 
serve with honey and elaichi powder. 

-R, Madhumitha, Std. VII, 
K.VAN., K.K. Nagar, Chennai, 
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aX 
Snowy 
owl 


Long- 
eared 


There are 
four main 


of owls and 
about 200 
sub-species. 


Ouls are cai 
They feed mainly on 
rats, lizards, crabs 







bones of their prey. 


Both the world’s 
largest (93 cm tall) and 
smallest (15 cm tall) 
species of the owl are 
found in the continent 
of North America. 
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Large sized owls can 





















Owls are noctur- 
nal. They hunt at 
night and prefer to 
rest in a dark, 
gloomy place by 
day. 


turn the toes 
on its feet in 
any direction 
forward, 
backward and 
even sideward. 
This no other 
bird can do! 


The feathers are soft and 
spongy. Hence the flapping of 
the wings cannot be heard when 
they fly. Some owls grow 
feathers on their feet too! 


Owils have large, round eyes. 
The eyes, unlike in any other 
bird, are situated in front 
of the face. Owls can even 
blink their eyelids from top 
to bottom just like we 
humans do! 
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The wings of the) 
barn owl are 
spread out while it 
sleeps. This en- 
ables the bird to 





owls are probably the slowest. They fly only 
at a speed of 32 kms per hour. 


Owls can see very clearly at night. They can 
see in different directions. They can even rotate 
their head by 180° - ‘head about turn !" - and 
look behind without moving any other part. 


Of all birds that can fly, 





‘take off’ immedi- 
ately in case of any 








Unlike any 
other bird's 
egg that is 
oval in shape, 
the egg of the 
owl is a per- 
fect sphere. 
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Owls do not build nests of their 
own. They live in hollows of 
trees or in the abandoned 
homes of other birds. 














The male and the 
female are equally 
responsible for the 


incubation of the egg: 
They share this 
onsibility. 














Ouls love to feed on the young 













Owls cannot resist hunger. In case of 
extreme hunger, the more dominant of the 
owlets kill and feed on the weaker ones in 
the nest. 


‘An owl at a bird park 
in Scotland lost its 
sight in the right eye, 
due to an injury. A 
fund was raised from 
the public and a sur- 
gery performed on 
this owl. The eyesight 
has now been re- 
stored successfully 
with the implant of a 
contact lens. 





The greeks considered 
owls to be very intelligent 


bird: id the shipped 
of rattle snakes. Similarly the bird. Figures of owls 
rattle snakes enjoy feeding on ‘rere enibosséd ‘on Greek 
owlets. coins. 
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or a country like India, 

monsoons are the lungs 
of the entire economy. 
Indian farmers depend on 
their own predictions 
to formulate their 
agricultural practice. 


Here are some 


PREDICTIONS 
AND PRACTICE 


examples of the century old 3,If the farmer, busy in his 
local wisdom which observed field, spots a spiny tailed 
the surroundings and predicted 
the weather, Bhinyad is a re- 
mote village in Rajasthan along 
the Indo-Pak border. The farm- 
ers observe the behaviour of 
insects, birds and animals 
around them. These give them 
an excellent indication of the 
rains to come. 


1, When a house sparrow bathes 
in dry soil, it indicates, that 
it will rain, 


2. If the crow starts laying eggs, 
it will not rain for the next 
60 - 70 days atleast. 
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lizard start- 
+ ing to seal 
its burrow, 
he is cer 
tain that it 
will 
within 
next 
hours. 


rain 
the 
24 





4.1f a flock of cattle egrets 
leave their roosts and fly 
away, it is going to be 
poor rain for the 
year, 


5.If the leaves in 
the Khejri tree dry 
up during July and 
August, rains will 
follow in the next 
48 hours. 


6. If the crows start 
cawing at night and if 
the jackals how! dur- 
ing the day, its time to 
forget about farming 
as it is going 





to be a 

. - drought 
Fx ———— year. 

Serer 7. When ants 

= start carrying 





age 


gh 


their eggs, farm- 


ers run back to their dwell- 
ings and quickly remove any 
material left in the sun to 
dry. It may rain any moment. 


8. Location of nests of the red 






wattled lapwing can help to 
judge how much it will rain. 
If the nests are found on the 
banks of a water body or the 
bed of the tank, it will not 
rain. If the nest is away from 
the bank and at a higher 
elevation, the rains will be 
good. 


Courtesy ; Gobar times 


Spotted by: K. Srinivasan 
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Children Love it; 
Teachers Recommend it. 


Dear parents, 

Make sure your children possess a copy of Gokulam. It will most 
certainly enhance the reading pleasure in them. Provide the 
opportunity and see the difference. Do not blame television. 

6 issues Rs.36/- only 12 issues Rs.72/- only 


Fill in this form and send it along with a DD / MO in favour of 
Gokulam to : 


‘THE CIRCULATION MANAGER 
GOKULAM 
(English) 

47, JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 
ROAD, 
EKKADUTHANGAL, 
CHENNAI - 600 097. 


[| sexsi offer : If you subscribe for 3 years (Rs.216/-) you get 
the subsequent 6 issues worth Rs.36/- absolutely free! 
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LASTING 


FOREVER 
Friendship is like a tree 
Which when starts growing 
Doesn't stop. 


Even when a leaf falls, 
Ora twig breaks, 

It's missed; 

But never broken. 


Friendship is love 
Inany language 
‘Any nationality, any gender. 
Itisa feeling 
Which is fet in your own heart 
‘And continues forever and ever. 
+ Sathya, Age 15, M.G.C.V, 
Trichy. 


AS 
A TRIBUTE 
His body lay still upon the 
mountain peak; 
With devotion, he guarded our 
borders many a week, 
He was full of life a few minutes 
before, 
Till the enemy bullet pierced him 
from across the shore. 
He too was his mother's pet, 
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Tough outside, 
Creamy inside, 
Yummy to taste, 
But not a waste 


‘Smacking my lips, 
Licking my finger tips, 
Teat my chocolate 

For, that's my favourite. 


CHOCOLATES 


Kit - kat in one hand, 
Dairy milk in the other 
The best is the eclair, 
With confidence I declare, 


Glaring and staring, 
Huffing and puffing, 
Out comes my mother, 
Should I now bother!? 
- Sandhya, Age 11, 
D.A.V. School, Chennai - 24. 


Loved and adored by every one 
he met, 

His duties and sufferings silently 
borne, 

Alas, none by his side to mourn. 





In the trap of death, the fish is 
caught, 
Death to one, for the other food 
well got; 
‘The mighty bird now rests on the 
tree, 
THE BATTLE The hunt over, now he is free. 
Atttentively he looks way beyond, - Chinu Subudhi, 
Attempting a dive into the pond; Std X, 
A\little glance and a fish is caught, Bhubaneshwar 
A battle of life and food to be 
fought; 


POT WATER 
The day was hot, 
So, | bought a pot 
Hille it with water, 
And thought of the potter, 
Then, | drank the pot water, 
Which was better than 

mineral water. 










= Nedanani, Std Vil, 
Rosary Matric, Chennai. 














Tireless, he fought for his 
country's safety, 

Setting a glorious example tor 
posterity, 
Let us now rededicate ourselves 
to fulfil our role, 

‘Thus paying our tribute to the 
departed soul. 
~G. Karthik, Std IV, Modern 
English School, Mumbai 
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Dear Children, 
tis a known fact that writing 
around a humourous theme is not 
atall easy. Usually itis adventure, 
‘mystery, crime or even tragedy that 
is readily attempted with ease and 
confidence. 

GOKULAM praises and applauds 
each one of your attempts to participate 
‘a the humour contest. We received 








HUMOUR CONTEST 
IPRIZE 


The play takes place in the living 
room ofa house where there is alarge 


MANGO 
MIX-UP | 


window in the middle. 

Charactérs : Mr, Swaimi (father), 
Mrs, Swami (mother), Ajay and 
Nina (children), Rajan (servant) 
and the mango seller. 








Mrs. Swami enters from 
the kitchen. Children are 
looking out of window 

Mrs. Swami : What are 
you two doing? 





Ajay : We are looking at a 
‘mango seller, shouting outside. 

Mrs, Swami : Now get on with your 
work! Your father will be cross if you 
don''t finish your homework. 


BPI iccnerr 
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several entries - an 
enthusiastic response - 
Gokulam congratulates the 
prize winners. 
Published in this issue = 
MI Prize skit 
Consolation prize I skit 
Await first prize and consolation 
prize II stories in the January - 2002 
issue. 


ina : Can we buy some mangoes, 
mom? 











(No reply. Mrs. 
Swami gets back into 
the kitchen) 





a: Look, Ajay! The mango 
seller! 
Ajay : Oh, come on. Let’s buy some 
mangoes. He’s coming to the window. 
Mango seller : Mangoes! Ripe, 


tasty mangoes! Will you buy some? 


(Nina and Ajay join him at the 
window) 


Ajay : They smell 
good. How much are 
they? We want one 












each 

Mango seller : If you buy a dozen, 
it is cheap. But if you want two 
mangoes, they will cost more, 

(Mrs, Swami appears behind the 
children) 

Ajay : How much is this one? 

Mrs, Swami : That one is worth a 
slap on your back. Now put it back 
Ajay and get back to your work, 

Mrs, Swami : (10 mango seller) Go 
away! We don't want any mangoes 

‘Mango seller : But they want two 
mangoes, Madam, They are very 
sweet. 
Mrs. Swami: How do you know 
whether my children are sweet or 
not? 
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Mango seller : No, Madam. I 
‘meant only the mangoes. 

Mrs, Swami : How dare you say 
that my children aren’t sweet! 

Mango seller : They are as sweet 
‘as my mangoes. So, why don’t you buy 
some, 

‘Mrs, Swami : Now please leave, or 
1 will let the dog out. 

Ajay : We only have acat and she is 
quite harmless. 

Mrs, Swami : Stop it! We may not 
have a dog, but we have a strong 
servant to deal with you. Rajan! Come 
here! (Rajan enters the room) 

Mrs. Swami : Please get 
rid of this man. He is 
giving me a headache. 

Rajan : Go man, 
‘Mango man go! 

(Ajay, Nina and the 
Mango seller laugh) 

Mrs, Swami : Stop it! I 
can't stand this. 

Rajan : Then please sit ma'am. 

Mrs, Swami : Wait till your father 
gets home, 

Rajan : When is my father coming, 
Madam? 

Mrs. Swami : Not your father, you 
fool! (pointing to the children) Their 
father! 

Rajan : Is he bringing money to buy 
the mangoes, madam? Then ofcourse 
‘we'll wait. 

Mrs, Swami : Just wait till master 
comes home. Idiot! 

Rajan : Master is not an idiot, 
‘madam. He is a clever man. 

Mrs. Swami : I give up! Rajan, tell 
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that man to leave. 

Rajan : But today is aworking day. 
Do you want me to go on leave? 

(Mrs. Swami runs out bewildered. 
‘Mr Swami enters.) 

Mr. Swami : Hello, children, 
(pointing to the mango seller) Who's 
this? Mangoes! How much are they? 

Mango seller : They are very cheap 
and juicy, sir. 

Mr. Swami : Bring me a knife to 
taste these mangoes, I will go and 
change my clothes. 

(Mr Swami leaves. Rajan enters with 
4 knife followed by Mrs. Swami.) 
Mrs. Swami : Rajan, 
what are you doing with 
the knife’ 

Rajan : For the 
man.....g0, madam, 

Mrs. Swami : No, 
no! Don’t kill him, Oh 
dear, Help! Help! 

(Mr. Swami runs into the 





‘Mrs, Swami : Rajan is going to kill 
the mango seller. Please stop him. 
Rajan : No. No madam. This is for 
master... 
‘Mrs. Swami : Run, run for your life! 
He is going to kill you. 


There is more 






Ajay : But you don’t have to worry 
now. The mango seller has gone. May 
be he'll come again tomorrow. 

Nina : We'll leave this window open 
anyway! i 

+ V. Rajkumar, Std.X, D.A.V. 
Boys, Gopalapuram, Chennai. 


CONSOLATION PRIZE 


Characters: 
Rajkumar and his 
servant Munna. 





ACTI 

(Rajkumar and 
‘Munna plan to visit America. 
is a simpleton) 

Munna : Sir, when are we leaving 
for America? 

Rajkumar : (Excited) Within 24 
hours. Pack up all the things and get 
ready for the tour. 

Munna : Yes, sir. But will 
everything be available in America? 

Rajkumar : Ofcourse! 

‘Munna :Then I must remember to 
taste the American appam. 

Rajkumar : Oh Munna! How on 
earth am I going to manage you in 
America? 





ACTIL 

(Inside the aeroplane) 

Munna : I want to ask you one thing 
sir! 

Rajkumar : Proceed, 

Munna : Sir, the bird in which we 
are flying is, so big. I wonder how big 
it's egg will be. I would sure like to see 
it, 

Rajkumar : (losing patience) 
Munna, this is not a bird, it is an 
aeroplane. 






ul at 





~ MUNNA IN 
AMERICA! 


Munna : I know that the name of 
this bird is aeroplane. But I want to see 
itsegg. 

Rajkumar : (dozing off to sleep) 
Okay, I'll show you when we reach 
America, 










ACTIN 

(Alor lading in Americ.) 

Rajkumar : Now we are in 

America You must behave yourself. 
‘Munna : Certainly. I will sit. You 


promised to show me the egg of the 
bird. [am anxious to see it. 


Rajkumar : (very annoyed) I'll 
show you. You must be patient. 

(Rajkumar buys Munna a very big 
‘model of the earth) 


Munna : (surprised and thrilled) 
‘You have quenched my curiosity. It’s a 
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President of USA. 

Munna : Sir, this 
building must be very 
expensive, I think, Am T 
correct sir? 

Rajkumar : You're 
right. I am glad you're 
finally talking sense. 

Munna : Yes, sir. 1am 
trying very hard, But do 





fancy to see the colourful egg of the 
big bird. 

(They are now in front of the Statue 
of Liberty) 

Rajkumar : See Munna, this is the 
Statue of Liberty and is one of the 
tourist attractions of the USA. 

Munna : Yes sir, But I have a doubt. 

Rajkumar : Oh! No! What is it 
now? 

Munna : The good woman is 
always keeping her hand raised. Won't 
ithurt? 

Rajkumar : Stop asking silly 
questions, you fool! 

Munna : But sir, can you tell me 
whether the crown she is wearing is 
made of ivory of the African elephant?” 

Rajkumar : (quite irritated) Shut 
up, Munna, 





ACTIV 
(Near the White House) 


Rajkumar : See that is the White 
House. It is the residence of the 
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you know why I asked 
that question sir? 

Rajkumar ; Why? 

Munna : I thought they had spent a 
Jot of money in whitewashing it 

Rajkumar : (pulling his own hair 
in irritation) Munna, you'll always 
remain a fool 


ACTY 
(Back in India) 
Rajkumar : Did you enjoy the trip? 
Munna : Yes sir, I also learnt a lot 
of things. 
Rajkumar : Really! Come on, tell 
me. What did you learn? 
Munna : Sir, I learnt... 


Rajkumar (anxiously) Tell me 
quick! What did you learn? 


Munna ; ... that the egg of the big 
bird is colourful. 


Rajkumar : (Sinking down intp the 
chair with both hands on his head} Oh! 
God! 

- TS. Rajamurugan, Std.VIII, 
Sainik School, Udumalpet. 
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‘were caught and put into a 
cage? How would it be if you 


freely? How would you feel then, if 
you had visitors who came to see you 


and they teased you? Is 
it not a dreadful 
thought that animals 
should come in with rifles to shoot you? 

‘Animals are innocent. They cannot 
think, speak and act like us. Let us not 
harm these poor creatures. Let us not 
kill them. Let us protect them. 

~ Vibha Hegde, Std. VIL, Nirmala 

Rani Convent School, Bangalore. 


Terrorism - A Stigma 

on humanity 
Terrorism has now become the 
means used by some desperate 
elements to express their protest or 
bargain for their needs. it does not 
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follow any predictable sequence in 
the time element or even the plac- 
@ of occurrence. Terrorism has 
now become an international phe- 
nomenon and has reached a stage 
of frenzy. 

Terrorists in fact have no defined 


IF ONLY ANIMALS 


COULD TALK 


ideology. Killing innocent people will 
‘ot bring any solution to the prob- 
lem. The powerful feelings of de- 
mocracy and freedom throughout 
the world have shown at large that 
power does not lie in the barrel of 
the gun. It lies in the hearts and 
minds of the people. 

Terrorism cannot be curbed sim- 
ply by the reactionary violence that 
is followed by the police. The root 


cause for terrorism should be iden- 
tified, Efforts should be made to 
eliminate problems like inequalities 
of income, unemployment etc. so 
that young people may not be 
drawn towards terrorism. An inter- 
national forum should be formed to 

solve this grievous problem. 
= V. Nachiappan, Std.VIl, 
Balalok, Chennai, 


EXPLOITATION 
Odrdear earthisastore house. The 
creator has stored enough wealth to the 
benefit of mankind. Unfortunately, of 
late, man has become greedy and has 
started exploiting it in a mindless way. 
Because of this behaviour, man is now 





facing the calamites of nature, Now we 
have reached a stage in which we can't 
fight the onslaughts of nature. 
Deforestation and emission of green- 
houses in western countries has made 
out ozone layer very thin. Contamina 
tion of rivers leads to water borne dis- 
eases. Flora and fauna are on the verge 
of extinction. By using fertilizers we have 





got-a very good result in agriculture but 
not on the soil, Our day to day food is 
nothing but indirect poison. If we don't 
give a serious thought to allthis, we shal 
be paying a heavy price. So act now: 
Save our earth, 
~ AN. Kajol, Std. Vil, J.S.S.P.S., 
Mysore. 


NEW YEAR RESOLUTION 

Dear Children, 

‘New year follows Christmas. A new 
year means new resolutions, We all 
make new year resolutions year after 
year, What are your experiences on 
‘making such resolutions? When did you 
start? Who introduced you to this? Have 
you been able to keep up your resolu 
tions? Do write to us (6 to 8 lines only) 
and share your experiences. The top five 
entries will be published in the January 
2002 issue of your favourite magazine 
and will win 4 cash award of Rs. 50/- 
each. Last date for accepting entries is 
12.12.2001, Do not forget to mention 
‘New year resolution’ on the envelope 
OF post card. 

~Editor 
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y bones! You \_[-sut... but | am only 
‘pected to admiring these 
mo 


watecree z 


7 Wow! These flowers 


look brighter now thar 


in the morni 








‘Don't you try to escape 
from work. We'll sit 
right here and watch 
you. Come on now. 
Got started, 














sun begins to shine 
as if to reveal Balu's 
mischiet, 











Look. He has 
damaged your 
pretty flowers and 
Planted these wax 


my 
hands { Let me 
‘on handle 


wor YY wryon | 
|Juttiay Leave w¥ carn at | 


tome. | those | 


this. ‘easily? On 


God! Help! 





a farmer with his wife and chil- 

dren, He lived fairly comfortably, 
cultivating his land. He was a proud 
‘owner of two bullocks and a cart. He 
used to carry the produce from his 
land in the cart and sell it off in the 
nearby villages. 

That year, there was a severe 
drought and the farmer and his fam- 
ily had to starve, His wife suggested 
that they could sell the bullocks and 
go in for another pair, when the situ- 
ation improved. 
Finding no other 
option, the farmer 
agreed and led his 
bullocks to a 


| na small village, there once lived 


shandy, in a nearby village. 

‘On the way, he was confronted by 
4 pigmy, the size of a human thumb. 
“Where are you off to?” The pigmy 
demanded. 


“To the shandy” replied the 
farmer, surprised by being ques- 
tioned. “I want to sell off my bul- 
locks. My family is starving.” 

“I'll take your bullocks” the 
pigmy offered and shocked the 
farmer by giving him a bottle in re- 
turn, The farmer was angry. He was 
about to throw away the bottle when 
the pigmy stopped him. 

“Foo!” he said. “This is no ordi- 
nary bottle. Take it home, Place it on 
a sheet spread over a table and open 





THE MAGIC 


BOTTLE 





it. A spirit will appear 
and whatever you ask 
for will be fulfilled.” So 
saying, the Pigmy disap- 
peared with the bullock, 

As soon as he 
reached home, he 
‘opened the bottle as in- 
structed and the spirit 
appeared. The farmer 
asked for some food for 
his starving family. Ina 
flourish, a variety of de- 
licious dishes appeared. 


With the help of the 
kindly spirit, the farmer 
fulfilled all his require- 


























ments including a magnificent house, 
360d food, clothing and jewels. 


neighbour was intensely 
jealous of the farmer's new 
found prosperty. He got to 
ein about the bottle and the kind 
spirit, When the farmer was away, he 
managed to steal the bottle and re- 
place it with a similar one. When the 
farmer returned, he was shocked to 
find the magic spell absent in his bot- 
tle, 
His neighbour, meanwhile, had in- 
vited everyone for a grand feast. He 





ordered the spirit in the bottle to pro- 
duce a delicious meal for everyone, 
The spirit did not appear. All his 
guests were impatient and hungry, 
The neighbour panicked and rushed 
to the farmer to save him from his 
predicament. The farmer decided to 
teach his wicked neighbour a lesson. 
The farmer summoned the spirit 
and requested for a contingent of sol- 
diers to drive away the guests and to 

beat his neighbour black and blue. 
The neighbour begged for pardon 
and ran away never to be seen. The 

farmer lived happily from then on. 
-S. CHARULATHA, CHENNAI 
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their favourite cartoons or 
serials are over, it's time 
for home work. During the 
‘morning hours there is no 








‘ecember is a wonderful month, It's 
Christmas season; there are a lot 
of cultural activities and the New 


D 


Year is around the comer. It’s a cool 
pleasant month and therefore many of 
our relations living abroad prefer this 
time ofthe year to visit us. With all these 


activities going on, the Christmas hols. 
ccan really be enjoyable. 

Plan your holiday nicely. Ofcourse 
priority should be given for completion, 
of any assignments which your class 
teacher might have given. But spread it 
ut over a period so that, you don't miss 
the holiday spirit. Allot some time for 
some cultural activity of your choice. 
Thisis golden opportunity for catching 
up with some reading which you had 
postponed for lack of time. Pursue the 
hobby that you had put aside. But most 
important of all, play a lot with your 
friends in the evenings. 





decline with children these days. As 
soon as they come home from school, 
they switch on the TV and by the time 


| ‘observe that physical activity ison the 


time for anything except 
getting ready for school. 
Even the games periods in 
school are often converted 
to revision periods, 
Studying well and 
scoring good marks are ofcourse 
essential but physical health is equally 
important. Without a healthy body you 
‘can't achieve much in life. A litle bit of 
exercise in some form or other 
recharge your batteries 
health clock ticking away 








xercise can be had in many ways but 

‘when you run about and play with 

your friends, the spirit of comradeship 
develops which is a valuable advantage, 
Moreover vitamin-D required for healthy 
bbones can be had only through exposure 
‘of the body to sunlight in the evenings or 
early mornings. 

Mohandas watches cricket on TV; he 
can review any match and reel off 
statistics as though he is a computer. But 
hhe doesn't play cricket. Vallabh though 
not good at statistics, plays the game 
daily with his friends for a couple of 
hours. He’s not a champion either. 
Whom would you prefer? My vote is for 
Vallabh. 





Love, 
Editor 





“Eited, printed and published by K Rajendran al Bharathan Press on boalfof Bharathan Publcalions 





‘Subscription : (inland) Annual Rs. 72: Hal Yearly Re. 38/- 
(Overseas (Alr Mal) Annual Ris. 400; Ha Yearly Rs. 200- 


Gout 





NY DECEMBER 01 











